
 

 

Building a caring community for residents who want to 
remain in their homes safely and affordably while 

maintaining a meaningful lifestyle. 

NEWSLETTER       JUNE 2022 
PRESIDENT’S POST 

Summer is upon us and record-breaking heat waves are on 
their way if weather forecasters are to be believed. I don’t 
need to tell you it is hot out there. One particularly useful 
activity that you can help us with while you enjoy a little air 
conditioning, is to complete our Aging in Place – The 
Woodlands 2022 Membership Survey, which will be sent to 
you later this month. 

Aging in Place wants to better understand the services and 
support you need to age independently and safely, in the 
home of your choosing. We aim to provide neighborly support 

from our volunteers and members as well as connecting our members with community 
partners who provide complementary services. 

We realize that the support we need when we are in our early years of retirement may 
be quite different from the assistance we need as the big 100 approaches. 
Understanding the specific needs of our members helps our board, executive committee 
and team leaders provide the kinds of support that is helpful to all our members. Also, it 
makes us more efficient so we don’t waste anyone’s valuable time. Time is a precious 
commodity, and we need to make every action count. 

Margo Pearson and Vicki Bradley have combined their business and academic 
expertise to craft a survey that will help us better understand your needs and opinions. 
Your input is critical to the work we do as an all-volunteer organization. You will receive 
an email version to give you time to think about the questions and enable you to type in 
your reply at your own pace. When we pretested the survey on some randomly chosen 
members it took them less than 15 minutes to complete, but we encourage you to take 
as much time as you need because we value your feedback. We are aware that some 
members prefer to talk to someone who can capture their thoughts and ideas. This 



 

option is available through the call managers. You will receive details on how to contact 
them. 

The plan is to send the survey out towards the latter part of June. If you choose to 
complete the survey by email, we would like you to return the completed survey within a 
week.  

Thank you in advance for your participation. And thank you Margo and Vicki for 
enthusiastically taking on this project. 

Bruce Cunningham and the Social Team continue to do a stellar job. I received so 
many positive and grateful comments from the brunch he and Mary kindly hosted at 
their home. Thank you Bruce and Mary for your gracious hospitality. 

Rideshare Team Leader Erika Pratt, our volunteer drivers and the call managers who 
schedule rides are also to be commended for going the extra mile to help our members. 
I see various email threads between the drivers and CMs as they figure out ways to 
solve challenges that sometimes arise. They are a very dedicated and kind group of 
volunteers. 

Enjoy the beginning of summer and the two social events planned for mid-June. (See 
details below.) And don’t forget to stay well hydrated with this heat. 

Best Wishes 

Robyn 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW AND JOIN US FOR LUNCH ON JUNE 15 

AIP-TW foodies discovered family-owned La 
Cocina de Roberto shortly after it opened in 
2017 and it has been a favorite ever since.  
Join us in its private dining room for a fajita 
feast on Wednesday, June 15 at 11:30 a.m. 
Roberto is preparing classic meat fajitas and a 
vegetarian version for veggie lovers.  

The fixed price is $20 and includes sides, iced 
tea or lemonade, and the tip. La Cocina de 
Roberto is located at 3126 Sawdust Road near 

the intersection with Glen Loch Drive in The Woodlands. Additional parking is available 
at the church beside the restaurant.  



 

One of the benefits of AIP-TW membership is that you can invite guests to our 
luncheons and other socials, so go ahead and invite a 
friend or neighbor. Please RSVP by Monday, June 13 
by calling 281-845-4441. If the call manager is on 
another call, please leave a message and someone will 
get back to you. Let the call manager know if you need 
a ride and also if you prefer a vegetarian fajita plate. 
See you there. 

Photos of a bountiful brunch and broad smiles on 
friendly faces were captured by roving photographer 
Pat Goodpastor at the May brunch hosted by Bruce 
and Mary Cunningham in their Grogan’s Mill home. 
To see more photos from the brunch hop over to 
Facebook http://www.facebook.com/groups/aiptw,or 
visit our website at www.aiptwtx.org.  

 

ENJOY FREE CONCERTS WITH YOUR AIP-TW FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS 

          Open air concerts at The Cynthia Woods Mitchell 
Pavilion are a summer tradition in The Woodlands. 
This summer our Social Team has reserved group 
seating for three free concerts featuring the Houston 

Symphony Orchestra. The dates and programs are as follows: Thursday June 16, 7:30 
p.m., Disney’s The Little Mermaid, film and music; Thursday July 14, 8 p.m., A 
Night on Broadway; Wednesday, July 28, 8 p.m., Classical Mystery Tour: Music of 
the Beatles. Come early on June 16 for a free ice cream social provided by Aramark.  

Please RSVP by June 15 for the June 16 concert to bruce.cunningham@gmail.org or 
call him at 281-686-7979 for information. No tickets are required.  We will do our best to 
accommodate ride requests. It will be on a first-come, first-served basis as we have 
limited capacity. To schedule your ride, please call 281-845-4441 or email 
aiptwtx@gmail.com.  

 VOLUNTEER DRIVERS AND RIDERS LAUD FREE TRANSPORTATION SERVICE 

It is often said that people who extend a 
helping hand to others get back more 
than they give. Our volunteer drivers say 
it gives them the satisfaction of knowing 
they have made life a little easier for 
members who no longer feel safe behind 
the wheel because of age or health 
issues. More than that, they meet people 
with interesting life experiences and 

http://www.aiptwtx.org/
mailto:bruce.cunningham@gmail.org


 

frequently form friendships that include spending time together that is unrelated to 
transportation. 

“The biggest plus is meeting new people, all of whom have been fabulous,” says Jerry 
Saber who is always eager to help non-drivers stay connected to medical providers and 
their social network or drive them to the grocery store and other places. He drove one 
man with Parkinson’s to a karate studio to exercise. “What that fellow did in one hour 
was for more than I could do,” Jerry says with awe.  Another man, Bill Ward, was so 
appreciative he invited Jerry to tour his amazing home. “My wife Carol joined me for 
another trip with him and we got another tour plus a bagful of iron plants.” Carol has 
joined him on many trips where she too has enjoyed meeting new people.  

Bill, who has since moved into a retirement community, says he really enjoyed being 
with Jerry. He also was impressed with the call managers who scheduled the rides.  “All 
of them were helpful and friendly.”  

Erika Pratt, who has been a rideshare driver since the program began and now 
manages it, says she has always had nice, interesting riders and has gone out to lunch 
with some at their request.  
  
Everyone who had the privilege of knowing the late Ken Dorland, the co-founder of 
AIP-TW who started the rideshare service and managed it for several years, has warm 
memories of him. AIP-TW donated a memorial bench in his honor in a neighborhood 
park near his home on Lake Woodlands. “Ken was a kind and caring man who shared 
his passion for providing transportation in so many ways,” says a member who will 
never forget his kindness. “Many times when I called to schedule a ride, he would say, ‘I 
am out in the garden. Let me get inside to my computer.’ In a few seconds he would call 
back and say something like, ‘Okay, now how can I help you?’ If no one else was 
available he gave me a ride. I am so glad to have known him.”  

Although the rideshare service was halted for several months during the Covid 
pandemic, nine carefully vetted volunteers drivers now provide rides. In addition to Jerry 
Saber and Erika Pratt they are Eileen Andre, Gloria Mosser, Sue Griffis, Herb 
Reinhold, Sharon Heuer, Wendy Lyons and Margo Pearson. A deep thank you to all 
of them.  If you would like to be a volunteer driver or schedule a ride please call our 
virtual office at 281-845-4441 or email aiptwtx@gmail.com. 

NEXT BOARD MEETING IS THURSDAY, JUNE 16 AT 3 P.M. 

Board meetings are open to all members and volunteers. They will be held 
online on the third Thursday of every other month at 3 p.m. via Zoom. 
Dates for upcoming board meetings are June 16, Aug. 18, Oct. 20 and 
Dec. 15.   

To join the Zoom meetings click on the following link or enter the meeting 
ID and passcode: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89604541956?pwd=Q2xSNmF4Zm53V29FSGhEd044WWY
vZz09  

 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89604541956?pwd=Q2xSNmF4Zm53V29FSGhEd044WWYvZz09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89604541956?pwd=Q2xSNmF4Zm53V29FSGhEd044WWYvZz09


 

 

Our Village is a  
Proud Member of 
the Village to Village  
Network 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Visit us on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/groups/aiptw or visit our website: 

https://aiptwtx.clubexpress.com. 
 
 

 

 

 


